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Dear Friends, 

It is our pleasure to welcome you to a different kind of summit. Please take a moment 
to skim this program. 

As you enjoy the Poverty Matters Summit - Statewide Edition, you will have an 
opportunity to discuss poverty-related issues with people you may not typically meet. 
That’s one reason this Summit is unique. 

During the next two days, we will cultivate an environment that fosters courageous 
and respectful conversations; conversations that will expose and illuminate new 
perspectives that will take you out of your comfort zone. Ultimately, we hope it will 
interrupt and challenge false narratives told about people living in poverty.

We believe when people honestly engage with one another great ideas are birthed.  
Perhaps new collaborations will be launched because of a conversation you have 
today.

This Summit aims to end the “urban versus rural” fight over resources. It is designed 
to create a united front and close the divide so that everyone is empowered to loosen 
the grip of poverty. 

We meet at a critical time.

Economists like the University of Wisconsin Madison’s Timothy Smeeding have 
indicated that overall poverty increased and most poor people who are able to work 
do so yet they still don’t earn enough to get out of poverty. Fifty years after the War 
on Poverty began, we have lost many battles. Poverty is still here.  

The information presented will impact you in a way that will inform our work on policy, programming and 
other outreach efforts statewide.  It will build on our accomplishments from 2017 where we identified common 
barriers and systems that keep our neighbors trapped in poverty. 

Finally, we’d like to express our sincere gratitude to our fellow community action agency members who agreed 
to try something different in order to increase awareness and leverage with important stakeholders. Thank you. 
You have made our voice louder as we continue our advocacy for people struggling while living in poverty.

Sincerely,

Stephanie Findley, Co-Chair Poverty Summit
Social Development Board of Commissioners

Dr. Gary L. Williams, Co-Chair Poverty Summit
Social Development Board of Commissioners

Co-CHAIR MESSAGE

Stephanie Findley

Dr. Gary L. Williams



Greetings!
Welcome to the City of Milwaukee and the Statewide Poverty 
Matters Summit. WISCAP and SDC have joined together this 
year to present a shared vision for creating economic security 
for all people across our state. Our conference theme - Sharing 
Our Stories, Cultivating Our Solutions: Closing the Rural-Urban 
Divide – is an invitation to explore the shared experience of 
poverty and the interconnected economic, social and political 
life of rural and urban Wisconsin. We challenge you to examine 
the powerful role that national, state and local systems play in 
creating and sustaining economic inequality and consider how 
our renewed collective commitment can redirect those same 
forces to catalyze a new economic security in all areas of our 
state.  We are beginning a long overdue discussion about the 
regional and structural underpinnings of poverty that we hope 
leads to moral choices and effective anti-poverty policies and 
strategies. 
Grinding poverty is persistent, widespread and real throughout 

Wisconsin.  One in ten people live in poverty with the rate for children exceeding 15% and the rate for African 
American children at 44%. Nearly 20,000 children and teenagers were identified as homeless by school 
districts.  Poverty inflicts a near-constant stress that silently assaults one’s dignity, health and emotional well-
being.  The people of our state who struggle in these circumstances deserve our boldest, most innovative 
effort and commitment to find solutions.  

Through the conference, we are really asking a fundamental question of our speakers, workshop leaders, 
and conference participants: how do we create the necessary transformational change and investment in all 
our communities?  How do we respond to the suffering of people who live in poverty and reshape public 
policy debates that too long have ignored or maligned the poor?  Central to the answer is confronting the 
urban-rural divide that often limits our understanding and search for solutions, and fractures our voices.  We 
hope these conference workshops reveal that Rural and Urban are deeply similar in ways we often fail to 
appreciate. When viewed through the lens of poverty, our differences collapse and our common experience 
and purpose comes into focus.  Rural and urban communities – both face the challenges of limited jobs 
and higher unemployment, low wages & inadequate benefits, lack of transportation, insufficient affordable 
& safe housing, poor access to quality health care, food deserts without access to nutritious food, and 
inadequate public & private investments toward solving these problems.  

Our individual stories and material realities are inextricably linked - yet we often remain isolated.  This 
conference is a call to an alternative approach, a unified, statewide approach. One that is integrated across 
communities, because our view of poverty is integrated.  It is time that we dismantle these silos – not the 
towering grain silos of rural Wisconsin – but our self-imposed mental silos that separate us from one another 
and prevent us from realizing our shared experience of poverty and our common aspirations for prosperity.  
Only when these internal silos collapse can we create a new, powerful statewide movement to establish a 
lasting foundation of economic security that reaches every community – and every resident - of our state.  

As an agency operating in the state’s largest city and as a statewide network covering virtually every county 
in Wisconsin, SDCs and WISCAP’s partnership for this conference illustrates how community action can be 
a great source of strength and action for individuals and their communities. On behalf of SDC and WISCAP, 
our board of directors and our staffs, we welcome you to Milwaukee. Enjoy the conference!

George Hinton, Chief Executive Officer  Brad Paul, Executive Director
Social Development Commission (SDC)  Wisconsin Community Action Program (WISCAP)
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TIM WISE
KEYNOTE SPEAKER

Tim Wise is among the most prominent anti-racist writers and educators in 
the United States. He has spent the past 25 years speaking to audiences in 
all 50 states, on over 1000 college and high school campuses, at hundreds 
of professional and academic conferences, and to community groups across 
the country. He is also the host of the new podcast, Speak Out with Tim Wise. 
He has also lectured internationally, in Canada and Bermuda, and has trained 
corporate, government, entertainment, media, law enforcement, military, 
and medical industry professionals on methods for dismantling racism in 
their institutions. Wise has provided anti-racism training to educators and 
administrators nationwide.

Wise is the author of seven books, including his latest, Under the Affluence: 
Shaming the Poor, Praising the Rich and Sacrificing the Future of America 
(City Lights Books). Other books include Dear White America: Letter to 
a New Minority (City Lights Books); his highly acclaimed memoir, White 
Like Me: Reflections on Race from a Privileged Son (recently updated and  
re-released by Soft Skull Press); Affirmative Action: Racial Preference in Black 
and White; Speaking Treason Fluently: Anti-Racist Reflections From an Angry 
White Male; Between Barack and a Hard Place: Racism and White Denial in the Age of Obama; and Colorblind: 
The Rise of Post-Racial Politics and the Retreat from Racial Equity.

Named one of “25 Visionaries Who are Changing Your World,” by Utne Reader, Wise has contributed chapters 
or essays to over 25 additional books and his writings are taught in colleges and universities across the nation. 
His essays have appeared on Alternet, Salon, Huffington Post, Counterpunch, The Root, Black Commentator, 
BK Nation and Z Magazine among other popular, professional and scholarly journals.

From 1999-2003, Wise was an advisor to the Fisk University Race Relations Institute, in Nashville, and in the 
early ’90s he was Youth Coordinator and Associate Director of the Louisiana Coalition Against Racism and 
Nazism: the largest of the many groups organized for the purpose of defeating neo-Nazi political candidate, 
David Duke.

Wise has been featured in several documentaries, including the 2013 Media Education Foundation release, 
“White Like Me: Race, Racism and White Privilege in America.” The film, which he co-wrote and co-produced, 
has been called “A phenomenal educational tool in the struggle against racism,” and “One of the best films 
made on the unfinished quest for racial justice,” by Eduardo Bonilla-Silva of Duke University, and Robert Jensen 
of the University of Texas, respectively. He also appeared alongside legendary scholar and activist, Angela 
Davis, in the 2011 documentary, “Vocabulary of Change.” In this public dialogue between the two activists, 
Davis and Wise discussed the connections between issues of race, class, gender, sexuality and militarism, as 
well as inter-generational movement building and the prospects for social change.

Wise appears regularly on CNN and MSNBC to discuss race issues and was featured in a 2007 segment on 
20/20. He graduated from Tulane University in 1990 and received antiracism training from the People’s Institute 
for Survival and Beyond, in New Orleans.
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7:00 – 8:00am Check-In

8:00am  Welcome & Breakfast
8:45am – 9:45am  Opening Plenary
   Dr. Timothy Smeeding
   The Wisconsin Poverty Report

   Dr. Stephen Pimpare 
   Lessons from American Movies                                      
   About Poverty, Race, and Place

9:50am – 10:50am    1st Session Workshops

10:55am – 11:55am 2nd Session Workshops

DAY 1

Dr. Stephen Pimpare 
Stephen Pimpare is currently a Senior Lecturer of Public Service & Nonprofit Administration and a Faculty Fellow of 
the Carsey School of Public Policy at the University of New Hampshire. He has previously taught courses on American 
politics, public policy, and the history of social work and social welfare at New York University, Columbia University, 
and the City University of New York. In addition to his work in the traditional classroom, he has designed and taught 
online courses and seminars on poverty and policy for AmeriCorps*VISTA, the Silver School of Social Work at NYU, 
and the Simmons School of Social Work. 

His second book, A People’s History of Poverty in America, received the Michael Harrington Award from the American 
Political Science Association, “for a book that demonstrates how scholarship can be used in the struggle for a better world.” His most 
recent book, published in 2017, is Ghettoes, Tramps, and Welfare Queens: Down & Out on the Silver Screen, a history of poverty and 
homelessness in the movies.

Dr. Pimpare previously served as a senior-level administrator of not-for-profit direct service and advocacy organizations addressing issues 
of poverty, hunger, and homelessness throughout New York City. One of the programs he helped to create, One City Café, New York’s 
first non-profit restaurant, was hailed by the New York Times as “the reinvention of the soup kitchen” and received the Victory Against 
Hunger Award from the United States Congressional Hunger Center.

Dr. Timothy Smeeding
Timothy M. (Tim) Smeeding is the Lee Rainwater Distinguished Professor of Public Affairs and Economics at the 
University of Wisconsin . He was director of the Institute for Research on Poverty from 2008–2014. He is the founder  
and lead author of the Wisconsin Poverty report. Professor Smeeding’s recent  research has been on social and 
economic mobility across generations, inequality of income, consumption and wealth, and racial and  economic  
disparities .

12:00pm  Lunch

12:30pm – 2:00pm Keynote Speaker: Tim Wise
   Q&A Session and Book Signing

15 Minute Break

2:15pm – 3:15pm 3rd Session Workshops 

3:30pm – 4:30pm  Legislative Update

4:30pm  Closing



DR. C. NICOLE MASON
KEYNOTE SPEAKER

C. Nicole Mason, PhD is the author of Born Bright: A Young Girl’s Journey 
from Nothing to Something in America (St. Martin’s Press). She is also 
Director of the Center for Research and Policy in the PublicInterest at the 
New York Women’s Foundation. Prior to her position at the Foundation, 
Mason was the most recent Executive Director of the Women of Color Policy 
Network at New York University’s Robert F. Wagner Graduate School of 
Public Service. There, she held the distinction of being one of the youngest 
scholar-practitioners to lead a major U.S. research center or think tank. 

She is also an Ascend Fellow at the Aspen Institute in Washington, DC. 
She has written hundreds of articles on women, leadership development 
and economic security. Her writing and commentary have been featured in 
MSNBC, CNN, NBC, CBS, Real Clear Politics, the Nation, the Washington 
Post, Marie Claire Magazine, The New York Times, the Progressive, 
ESSENCE Magazine, the Root, the Miami Herald, Democracy Now, and 
numerous NPR affiliates, among others. She also delivered at TEDTalk at 
TEDWomen on the courage to disrupt and the gift of being difficult.
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Evan Goyke
Evan has been 
proudly representing 
Wisconsin’s 18th 
Assembly district in 
the Wisconsin State 
Assembly since 2012. 
Prior to being elected 

to the Assembly, Evan served in the State 
Public Defender’s Office, following his 
graduation from Marquette Law School. 
Evan is passionate about serving his 
constituents.

Lt. Gov. Rebecca 
Kleefisch
Rebecca Kleefisch 
is Wisconsin’s 44th 
lieutenant governor. 
S i n c e  J a n u a r y 
2011, she has been 
Wisconsin’s Jobs 

Ambassador, a champion for worker 
training, and a leader for creative solutions 
to our state’s toughest challenges.

A former small business owner, Rebecca 
developed the annual Governor’s Small 
Business Summit. She works frequently 
with economic developers and business 
owners to recruit new businesses and 
grow current employers. She also chairs 
the Manufacturing Committee for the 
Aerospace States Association. And as 
Wisconsin creates more jobs, she’s working 
hard to expand the talent pipeline that fills 
them.

Daniel Smith 
Daniel Smith serves 
as the President 
and Chief Executive 
Officer of Cooperative 
Network, one of 
the nation’s largest 
trade associations. 

Cooperative Network supports more 
than 300 Wisconsin and Minnesota 
cooperatives from more than a dozen 
business sectors with legislative advocacy, 
education and business development 
programs.
Prior to joining Cooperative Network, 
Smith served as the Administrator for the 
Division of Agricultural Development at 
the Wisconsin Department of Agriculture, 
Trade and Consumer Protection. In 
this role, he directed the domestic and 
international market development efforts 
for the state’s agricultural economy.
Smith formerly served as Chief Executive 
Officer of Midwestern BioAg, a national 
farm supply company based in Wisconsin. 
A graduate of the University of Wisconsin-
Madison, he owned and operated a dairy 
farm in northwestern Illinois for 30 years.



7:00 – 8:00am Check-In

8:00am  Welcome & Breakfast

8:45am – 9:45am Opening Plenary
   Dan Smith & Evan Goyke
   Common Ground: Opportunities &  
   Challenges in Rural & Urban Wisconsin

9:50am – 10:50am 1st Session Workshops

10:55am – 11:55am  2nd Session Workshops

DAY 2
12:00pm   Lunch

12:30pm – 2:00pm  Keynote Speaker: 
   Dr. C. Nicole Mason 
   Q&A Session and Book Signing

   15 Minute Break

2:15pm – 3:15pm  3rd Session Workshops 

3:30pm – 4:30pm  Legislative Update
   Lt. Gov. Rebecca Kleefisch

4:30pm   Closing



SESSION 1 WORKSHOPS
Early Childhood & Vroom: The Formative Years  
(S01W01/S03W02-Repeats)

Presented by Allison Yanasak of Betty Brinn Children’s Museum

Betty Brinn Children’s Museum will present Early Childhood Education, Vroom and how parents and caregivers 
can build resiliency in their children. Vroom is free app for primary caregivers and is a new initiative that the 
Museum is charged with bring to the City of Milwaukee. We will discuss Activation of Vroom, the importance of 
early brain development and the resources the Museum has for parents and families.
Location: Solomon Juneau

Dignity In Trauma 
(S01W02/S03W03-Repeats)
Presented by Monique Liston, PhD of Unbuntu Research & Evaluation, LLC

Participants will discuss the human dignity of Black citizens as it intersects with the experience of poverty.
Location: Executive A
Day 1 ONLY

Connecting the Dots: Understanding the Role of Social Factors In Health - Part 1 
(S01W03)
Presented by Lola Awoyinka of State of Wisconsin Division of Public Health & David Lee of Wisconsin Minority Health & Feeding 
America
A conversation on the social determinants of health and helping to connect the dots between poverty work and 
health outcomes.

Location: Milwaukee Room B

Time: 9:50am – 10:50am



Navigating Policies & Systems While Building Effective Relationships 
(S01W04/S03W04-Repeats)
Presented by Bridget Mouchon-Humphrey of SWCAP

Working with systems and policies to make changes that can enhance people’s and communities’ well-being 
is not easy. Taking a grounded approach and building relationships, telling stories, and building change in 
meaningful ways takes time and togetherness. The Asset-based community development strategy used in 
SW Wisconsin is building people’s sense of their existing resources, and their ability to take ownership and 
make change. Right now, we are focusing on mental health and addiction, reducing the stigma and enhancing 
community resources we need working together to improve outcomes. This approach can work toward many 
community goals; whether you’re interested in behavioral health or in this grounded community approach, lots 
to learn and discuss here!
Location: Executive D

Libraries & Literacy Programs as Partners In Workforce Development 
(S01W05/S03W06-Repeats)
Presented by Anna Bierer of Wisconsin Literacy & Joanna Vandestreek of Milwaukee Public Library

Your community library is more than a resource for books—it also provides workforce development resources 
and events for residents young and old, from teens to senior citizens. This workshop will cover how the 
Milwaukee Public Library system helps empower citizens to be prepared for the workforce, including 
computer classes, drop in job help, tutoring sessions, and test and career training resources. In addition, 
Wisconsin Literacy will provide a statewide perspective with information from adult and family literacy 
programs located in and in partnership with libraries across the state.

Location: Gilpatrick B
Day 1 ONLY



SESSION 1 WORKSHOPS
Time: 9:50am – 10:50am

Trauma-Informed Practices Within Long-Term Care 
(S01W06/S03W07-Repeats)
Presented by Betsy Van Heesch of My Choice Family Care

This presentation would include both an educational and a group discussion component with the outcome of 
audience participants identifying an action step(s) they can take to use a trauma informed approach to affecting 
the issue of poverty in their community. Participants will gain an understanding of the affect these experiences have 
on the individual’s ability to secure and maintain housing; have access to reliable transportation; maintain their 
health and well-being; obtain the needed training and education to secure employment. Gain knowledge on how 
to respond when an individual has experienced trauma and identify action steps for increasing trauma-informed 
practices within the community.

Location: Milwaukee Room A

SPACE at the Table: ACEs, Hunger & Federal Nutrition Programs 
(S01W07/S02W06/S03W08-Repeats)
Presented by Margaret Yarbrough & Maureen Fitzgerald of Hunger Task Force
Learn how a trauma-informed approach can help more children in Wisconsin graduate from high school, have 
fewer disciplinary problems and fewer visits to the school nurse. Learn more about preventing ACEs in your 
community primarily focusing on childhood poverty, food insecurity and hunger. The need to offer school 
breakfast is based the substantial number of children in Wisconsin who lack access to nutritious food. Access 
to school meals is an equity issue. Childhood hunger is severe in Wisconsin. One in five children live in a 
food-insecure household. Child hunger is both a rural and urban problem. Of the 17 counties in which more 
than 55% of students qualified for free or reduced-price lunches, 14 are located in rural areas without a city of 
more than 20,000 residents. Hunger students have poorer academic and health outcomes. We will examine 
the Wisconsin School Breakfast Report Card, Lunch Shaming (the practice of denying students meals because 
of school lunch debt) and equity in after school meals in Wisconsin. Session attendees will leave with a clear 
understanding of the issues, and ways to address childhood hunger in their communities through access and 
participation in federal nutrition programs.
Location: Gilpatrick C
Day 1 ONLY

Trauma: A look at the Present & the Future 
(S01W08/S02W08/S03W09-Repeats)
Presented by Maria Elena Perez, PhD of Sixteenth Street Community Health Centers

This workshop will examine the many faces of Trauma. It will explore the impact on relationships, growth and 
development and societal effects. Attendees will learn what is currently being done to address trauma and will 
review the advent of trauma inform.

Location: Executive C

Badger Care 101: Understanding Medicaid Benefits 
(S01W09/S03W10-Repeats)
Presented by Wendy Collins of Anthem BlueCross BlueShield

Out of work? Limited income? It’s scary. What happens if you or someone you love needs a doctor and you 
have no health insurance? This important workshop will show you how to get BadgerCare insurance, find a 
medical provider, advocate for yourself, your family or people in your community. Insurance can be confusing. 
Sometimes it’s hard to understand what gets covered and what doesn’t. We’ll help you answer common 
questions like: What is BadgerCare? What is the Forward Card? What benefits are available? Should I join an 
HMO? This workshop is too important to miss.

Location: VUE East
Day 2 ONLY

continued ...



Food Insecurity In Tribal & Rural Areas  
(S01W10)
Presented by Marlon Skenandore of Oneida Emergency Food Pantry & Barbara Mendoza of F.R.E.S.H. Project

This training will explore hunger from the perspective of Wisconsin tribal nations. Two Hunger Relief 
Federation members will discuss the unique challenges faced by those struggling with hunger in their 
communities (including Oneida Nation and others). Specifically, participants will learn from two Hunger 
Relief Federation members how they are working toward strong programs that integrate health, wellness, 
and emergency food support – providing the platform for a model that can be used by other communities 
who are working toward a healthier future. This presentation may be developed to address more specific 
topics related to hunger, food programs, and tribal communities – but it will also offer a snapshot as to how 
Wisconsin is providing food support to its tribal nations.

Location: Pere Marquette

Using Stories to Promote Change: Effective & Ethical Strategies 
(S01W11)
Presented by Jim Winship of Beechwood True LLC

Organizations and advocacy groups often use stories in their communication with key audiences because 
people respond more fully to stories than they do to facts and figures, engaging more emotionally and 
with more parts of our brain. However, the stories that are told often do not have the desired effects, and 
there are important ethical considerations when the stories of clients/participants are used. In the first part 
of this workshop, two approaches for utilizing stories will be presented, a public narrative model in which 
advocates/staff members can craft their own stories for public presentation. The second approach involves 
the development of digital stories from clients/participants. For this approach, techniques for ensuring client 
privacy and ownership of their own stories will be shared. In the second part of the workshop, workshop 
attendees will work in small groups on the application of these approaches and techniques to their own 
organization or cause.

Location: Gilpatrick A 
Day 1 ONLY



SESSION 2 WORKSHOPS
Time: 10:55am – 11:55am

Repositioning Nonprofits as a Force for Systems Change 
(S02W01)
Presented by Frank Martinelli

In spite of the valiant efforts of many caring people and organizations over many years, life has not improved for 
countless Milwaukeeans and Wisconsinites. If things are going to really change, we need to shift attention from 
modest service goals providing temporary relief for some to courageous actions that challenge and change the 
economic, social and political systems that are the root cause of the many problems we face. For this shift to 
occur, we must reassess our work in the nonprofit sector — especially those nonprofits working in low income 
communities. Nonprofits need to direct more efforts at actually changing the underlying systems. Good is not 
good enough: While we continue to provide services to individuals in desperate need, we must now reposition 
the community based nonprofit sector as a powerful force for social change at the underlying systems level. For 
nonprofits that want to move in this direction, there are four key strategies that can help them move more of 
their impact to the root cause level:

• Uncover the root causes of community problems and use this new understanding to rethink the focus 
and impact of current programming, and develop/redesign programs and initiatives in order to address 
these deeper root causes.

• Increase advocacy, lobbying, and public policy work by nonprofits.

Day 1 Location: First Floor Private Dining
Day 2 Location: VUE North

Bridging Employer Readiness & Worker Willingness
(S02W02)
Presented by Jamaal Smith of YWCA of South East Wisconsin

The purpose of this workshop is to discuss the 2016 Community Readiness Assessment released by YWCA 
Southeast Wisconsin discussing the prevalent disconnect between job seekers and employers in Milwaukee.  
Reports have shown that there are multiple job openings that exists, but a shortage of workers to fill those roles; 
however, within marginalized communities in Milwaukee, residents are constantly looking for opportunities to 
gain family sustaining employment. This workshop will explore the barriers leading to the disconnect between 
job seekers and employers.

Location: VUE East
Day 1 ONLY

Understanding Inter-Generational Poverty & It’s Impact on Public Health: A Psycho-Social Perspective 
(S02W03/S03W011-Repeats)
Presented by Kisha Shanks of Infinite Family Solutions

This workshop gives a comprehensive overview of inter-generational poverty and the impact on public health, 
from a psychological and social perspective. Attendees will gain a deeper understanding of the psychology 
of poverty and its long-term implications on social behaviors, such as raising children. Also, attendees will be 
given tools that will assist them, and their respective organizations with improving service delivery outcomes to 
impacted families.

Location: Executive C

Connecting the Dots: Understanding the Role of Social Factors In Health - Part 2 
(S02W04)
Presented by Lola Awoyinka of State of Wisconsin Division of Public Health & David Lee of Wisconsin Minority Health & Feeding America

A conversation on the social determinants of health and helping to connect the dots between poverty work and 
health outcomes.

Location: Milwaukee Room B



Eviction Defense: Stabilizing Housing for Low-Income Tenants 
(S02W05)
Presented by Raphael Ramos & Sofia Ascorbe of Legal Action’s Eviction Defense Project

This presentation will provide attendees with information about Legal Action of Wisconsin’s Eviction 
Defense Project and discuss the services provided by the EDP. We will also discuss the Project’s history, the 
various community partners that have helped make the Project possible and successful, and how interested 
communities could create similar projects. From a practical perspective, we will also discuss common strategies 
to help tenants avoid eviction and how to defend against eviction. We will also address laws, and recent 
changes in law, that advocates and social services providers should be aware of when advising tenants in order 
to avoid issues that could lead to eviction.
Location: Executive D

SPACE at the Table: ACEs, Hunger & Federal Nutrition Programs  
(S01W07/S02W06/S03W08-Repeats)
Presented by Margaret Yarbrough & Maureen Fitzgerald of Hunger Task Force

Learn how a trauma-informed approach can help more children in Wisconsin graduate from high school, have 
fewer disciplinary problems and fewer visits to the school nurse. Learn more about preventing ACEs in your 
community primarily focusing on childhood poverty, food insecurity and hunger. The need to offer school 
breakfast is based the substantial number of children in Wisconsin who lack access to nutritious food. Access 
to school meals is an equity issue. Childhood hunger is severe in Wisconsin. One in five children live in a food-
insecure household. Child hunger is both a rural and urban problem. Of the 17 counties in which more than 55% 
of students qualified for free or reduced-price lunches, 14 are located in rural areas without a city of more than 
20,000 residents. Hunger students have poorer academic and health outcomes. We will examine the Wisconsin 
School Breakfast Report Card, Lunch Shaming (the practice of denying students meals because of school lunch 
debt) and equity in after school meals in Wisconsin. Session attendees will leave with a clear understanding 
of the issues, and ways to address childhood hunger in their communities through access and participation in 
federal nutrition programs.

Location: Gilpatrick C
Day 1 Only



The License Trap
(S02W07)
Presented by Molly Gena & Susan Lund of Legal Action of Wisconsin

This workshop addresses the relationship between poverty and driver’s license suspensions, and the importance 
of driver’s licenses for employability.  It will address the legal issues in Wisconsin, and how Legal Action of 
Wisconsin works to help low-income people restore or obtain valid driver’s licenses.

Location: Executive A
Day 2 Only

Trauma: A look at the Present & Future  
(S01W08/S02W08-Repeats)
Presented by Maria Elena Perez, PhD of Sixteenth Street Community Health Centers

This workshop will examine the many faces of Trauma. It will explore the impact on relationships, growth and 
development and societal effects. Attendees will learn what is currently being done to address trauma and will 
review the advent of trauma inform.

Location: Gilpatrick B

Equality & Justice for Farmworkers 
(S02W09)
Presented by Mariah Hennen of Legal Action of Wisconsin Farm Worker Project
In this workshop, the presenter will provide background on farmworkers and dairy workers in Wisconsin. 
Challenges faced by farmworkers and dairy workers are highly prevalent and widespread, but not well known 
to non-farmworker communities. Farmworkers and dairy workers face numerous barriers that affect their ability 
to access legal justice. Issues such as wage theft, worker’s compensation, recruitment fraud, discrimination, 
and access to public benefits impact farmworkers and their families. By highlighting challenges specific to 
farmworkers and dairy workers, attendees will learn how advocacy and service provider organizations can better 
serve farmworkers, dairy workers, and their families.

Location: Pere Marquette
Day 2 ONLY

SESSION 2 WORKSHOPS
Time: 10:55am – 11:55am

continued ...



The Public Health Approach 
(S02W10)
Presented by Marques Hogans, Curtis Marshall, & Tiffany Cobb of the Milwaukee Health Department

This workshop aims to provide attendees with an alternative approach to issues that have been identified at 
a population level and often leaves the burden on the individual or individuals that are affected. The Public 
Health Approach can be applied across sectors including trauma, violence, health and other societal burdens. 
The presenters will provide you with key definitions and other components that can be adopted/adapted for 
intentional work.

Location: Milwaukee Room A

Closing the Rural, Urban Divide: Race & Class 101 
(S02W11)
Presented by Leland Pan of YWCA of South Eastern Wisconsin

This session is focused on introductory terminology and concepts related to race, racism, and class issues. We’ll 
focus on both recognizing the common interests of urban and rural communities and the ways race and class 
differences have divided us. The goal of the workshop is to provide people a baseline to recognize the unique 
barriers facing people of color while simultaneously seeing shared goals and interests in fighting oppression.

Location: VUE North
Day 1 ONLY



SESSION 3 WORKSHOPS
Time: 2:15pm – 3:15pm

Working to Reduce Poverty Barriers Through Community Schools 
(S03W01)
Presented by Michelle Allison & Ryan Hurley of United Way of Greater Milwaukee & Waukesha County

This workshop will introduce you to the Community Schools concept. Learn how the Milwaukee Community 
School Partnership is working to reduce poverty in Milwaukee.  This is a partnership between United Way 
of Greater Milwaukee and Waukesha County, Milwaukee Public Schools and Milwaukee Teachers Education 
Association. Community Schools is a proven model to increase a school’s capacity to better engage and align 
partnerships centered on the self-identified, real-time priorities of schools and communities. 

Location: Pere Marquette

Early Childhood & Vroom: The formative Years 
(S01W01/S03W02-Repeats)
Presented by Allison Yanasak of Betty Brinn Children’s Museum

Betty Brinn Children’s Museum will present Early Childhood Education, Vroom and how parents and 
caregivers can build resiliency in their children. Vroom is free app for primary caregivers and is a new initiative 
that the Museum is charged with bring to the City of Milwaukee. We will discuss Activation of Vroom, the 
importance of early brain development and the resources the Museum has for parents and families.

Location: Solomon Juneau

Dignity In Trauma 
(S01W02/S03W03-Repeats)
Presented by Monique Liston, PhD of Unbuntu Research & Evaluation, LLC

Participants will discuss the human dignity of Black citizens as it intersects with the experience of poverty.

Location: Executive A
Day 1 Only

Criminal Justice Reform 
(S03W04)
Presented by Jerome Dillard of EX-incarcerated People Organizing (EXPO) & Mark Rice of JustLeadership USA

The workshop will focus on how the overuse of incarceration in our state contributes to the numbers of men, 
women and children living in poverty.  It will emphasize the issue of Crime-less Revocations — whereby 
thousands of people on parole, probation or extended supervision are locked up, sometimes for years, even 
though they have not committed a new crime.  A shameful result of the broken system is the existence of the 
Milwaukee Secure Detention Facility (MSDF).  Hidden in plain sight in downtown Milwaukee, it is one of the 
most inhumane prisons in the country.

Location: Executive B

Navigating Policies & Systems While Building Effective Relationships 
(S01W04/S03W05)
Presented by Bridget Mouchon-Humphrey of SWCAP

Working with systems and policies to make changes that can enhance people’s and communities’ well-being 
is not easy.  Taking a grounded approach and building relationships, telling stories, and building change in 
meaningful ways takes time and togetherness.  The Asset-based community development strategy used in 
SW Wisconsin is building people’s sense of their existing resources, and their ability to take ownership and 
make change. Right now, we are focusing on mental health and addiction, reducing the stigma and enhancing 
community resources we need working together to improve outcomes.  This approach can work toward many 
community goals; whether you’re interested in behavioral health or in this grounded community approach, 
lots to learn and discuss here!

Location: Executive D



Libraries & Literacy Programs as Partners In Workforce Development  
(S01W05/S03W06-Repeats)
Presented by Anna Bierer of Wisconsin Literacy & Joanna Vandestreek of Milwaukee Public Library

Your community library is more than a resource for books—it also provides workforce development resources 
and events for residents young and old, from teens to senior citizens. This workshop will cover how the 
Milwaukee Public Library system helps empower citizens to be prepared for the workforce, including 
computer classes, drop in job help, tutoring sessions, and test and career training resources. In addition, 
Wisconsin Literacy will provide a statewide perspective with information from adult and family literacy 
programs located in and in partnership with libraries across the state.

Location: Gilpatrick B
Day 1 Only

Trauma-Informed Practices Within Long-Term Care 
(S01W06/S03W07-Repeats)
Presented by Betsy Van Heesch of My Choice Family Care

This presentation would include both an educational and a group discussion component with the outcome 
of audience participants identifying an action step(s) they can take to use a trauma informed approach 
to affecting the issue of poverty in their community. Participants will gain an understanding of the affect 
these experiences have on the individual’s ability to secure and maintain housing; have access to reliable 
transportation; maintain their health and well-being; obtain the needed training and education to secure 
employment. Gain knowledge on how to respond when an individual has experienced trauma and identify 
action steps for increasing trauma-informed practices within the community.

Location: Milwaukee Room A

 



SPACE at the Table: ACEs, Hunger & Federal Nutrition Programs  
(S01W07/S02W06/S03W08-Repeats)
Presented by Margaret Yarbrough & Maureen Fitzgerald of Hunger Task Force

Learn how a trauma-informed approach can help more children in Wisconsin graduate from high school, have 
fewer disciplinary problems and fewer visits to the school nurse. Learn more about preventing ACEs in your 
community primarily focusing on childhood poverty, food insecurity and hunger. The need to offer school 
breakfast is based the substantial number of children in Wisconsin who lack access to nutritious food. Access 
to school meals is an equity issue. Childhood hunger is severe in Wisconsin. One in five children live in a 
food-insecure household. Child hunger is both a rural and urban problem. Of the 17 counties in which more 
than 55% of students qualified for free or reduced-price lunches, 14 are located in rural areas without a city of 
more than 20,000 residents. Hunger students have poorer academic and health outcomes. We will examine 
the Wisconsin School Breakfast Report Card, Lunch Shaming (the practice of denying students meals because 
of school lunch debt) and equity in after school meals in Wisconsin. Session attendees will leave with a clear 
understanding of the issues, and ways to address childhood hunger in their communities through access and 
participation in federal nutrition programs.

Location: Gilpatrick C
Day 1 Only

Trauma: A look at the Present & Future  
(S01W08/S02W08/S03W09-Repeats)
Presented by Maria Elena Perez, PhD of Sixteenth Street Community Health Centers

This workshop will examine the many faces of Trauma. It will explore the impact on relationships, growth and 
development and societal effects. Attendees will learn what is currently being done to address trauma and will 
review the advent of trauma inform.

Location: Milwaukee Room B

SESSION 3 WORKSHOPS
Time: 2:15pm – 3:15pm

continued ...



Badger Care 101: Understanding Medicaid Benefits 
(S01W09/S03W10-Repeats)
Presented by Wendy Collins of Anthem BlueCross BlueShield (Presenting Sponsor)

Out of work? Limited income? It’s scary. What happens if you or someone you love needs a doctor and you 
have no health insurance? This important workshop will show you how to get BadgerCare insurance, find a 
medical provider, advocate for yourself, your family or people in your community. Insurance can be confusing. 
Sometimes it’s hard to understand what gets covered and what doesn’t. We’ll help you answer common 
questions like: What is BadgerCare? What is the Forward Card? What benefits are available? Should I join an 
HMO? This workshop is too important to miss.

Location: VUE East
Day 2 Only

Understanding Inter-Generational Poverty & It’s Impact on Public Health: A Psycho-Social Perspective 
(S02W03/S03W011-Repeats)
Presented by Kisha Shanks of Infinite Family Solutions

This workshop gives a comprehensive overview of inter-generational poverty and the impact on public health, 
from a psychological and social perspective. Attendees will gain a deeper understanding of the psychology 
of poverty and its long-term implications on social behaviors, such as raising children. Also, attendees will be 
given tools that will assist them, and their respective organizations with improving service delivery outcomes 
to impacted families.

Location: Executive C
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