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The Community Relations – Social Development Commission (SDC) received a Community Services Block Grant 

(CSBG) as part of the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA) in the amount of $3,384,260. 

Projects and programs that are funded in part by CSBG ARRA monies are required to use funds in a manner that 

meet the short-term and long-term economic and employment needs of low-income individuals, families, and 

communities; and make meaningful and measurable progress toward the reform goals of ARRA with special attention 

to creating and sustaining economic growth and employment opportunities. The SDC is committed to spending funds 

efficiently, effectively, and transparently. This update covers CSBG ARRA activity at the SDC from July 1, 2009 

through May 31, 2010. 

 

 Recovery Act Goals  
There are three primary goals of the Recovery Act: (1) 
Create new jobs and save existing ones, (2) Spur 
economic activity and invest in long-term growth, (3) 
Foster unprecedented levels of accountability and 
transparency in government spending.  
 

Job Training Captures ARRA Spirit  
Wisconsin Community Services has teamed up with 
the nationally based Home Builders Institute to 
provide a comprehensive job training program for an 
at-risk pool of participants. Cohorts of 16 participants 
receive intensive training in residential and 
commercial construction and deconstruction for 
approximately a 12 week period.  
 
Program participants have the opportunity to earn up 
to five vocational certificates: (1) Pre-Apprenticeship 
Certificate Training (PACT) (2) Lead Safe Renovator 
(3) OSHA Focus Four (4) OSHA 10 and (5) Asbestos 
Supervisor. In addition to vocational skills, participants 
are provided case management and referral services 
to assist with additional barriers that they may be 
facing including driver’s license recovery, legal 
assistance, computer literacy, and job readiness 
training. To connect with Wisconsin Community 
Services for more information on this program, contact 
Phyllis Kimble, Administrator, at (414) 290 – 0400. 
 

ARRA Partnership Wins Award  
The Social Development Commission in partnership 
with the Multicultural Entrepreneurial Institute (MEI) 
was recently awarded the Governor’s Excellence in 
Community Action Award. Nelson Soler, Chief 
Solutions Officer at MEI, Deborah Blanks, CEO at 
SDC, and other SDC staff members were on hand to 
accept the award at the WISCAP Annual Meeting on 
May 6, 2010 in Madison, WI. The award highlights the 
work of the Small Business Training Program that is 
currently being executed by MEI funded wholly by a 
CSBG ARRA grant. 

 
Photo: Nelson Soler speaks to a crowd of Community Action 
professionals.  
Credit: Dale Shuster, SDC  
 

To connect with MEI check out the website at 
www.multiculturalinstitute.com 
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Neighborhood Development  
Local developer Melissa Goins, President of Maures 
Development Group, LLC, believes neighborhood 
development goes beyond brick and mortar projects. 
A portion of Maures’ CSBG ARRA award was used to 
engage approximately 120 youth through a Speakers 
Series delivered at schools in the Lindsay Heights 
neighborhood.  

 
 
Members of the Lindsay Heights Speakers Bureau (left to right): Kalan 
Haywood, Jr, Melissa Goins, Dana World-Patterson, Deborah Spriggs-
Ross, and Kwabena Nixon.  
 
Credit: Maures Development Group, LLC 
 

CSBG ARRA Programs at SDC  
While a majority of the CSBG ARRA grant was 
awarded to community partners, the SDC did allocate 
$970,210.00 for internal programs:  
 

Youth Job Training ($323,022)  

Energy Hotline ($270,000)  

Hea lth Ed Referral Center ($123,230)  

Late Night Tax Assistance ($106,312)  

Soft Skills Training ($22,400)  

Administration ($156,697)  

 

Program updates and outcome reports can be 
obtained by contacting Brittany Rosales, ARRA 
Project Coordinator: (414)906 – 2837 or brosales@cr-
sdc.org 
 
 

ARRA in the Community  
The SDC awarded approximately $2.4 million to 
community partners through a competitive bids 
process in Fall 2009. The following is a list of the 
SDC’s CSBG ARRA partners:  
 
ADULT JOB TRAINING  

Wisconsin Community Services  
Pragmatic Construction/MGA Construction  
 

FORECLOSURE COUNSELING  

Housing Resources, Inc  
 

SMALL BUSINESS TRAINING  

Multicultural Entrepreneurial Institute  
 
NEIGHBORHOOD DEVELOPMENT  

Journey House  
Boys & Girls Club of Greater Milwaukee  
Maures Development/Vangard Development  
Cross Evangelical Lutheran Church  
Center for Neighborhood Innovation  
Milwaukee Public Schools  
Neu-Life Community Resource Center  
WGS Planning Group 
 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT  

Rebuilding Together Greater Milwaukee  
Center for Veterans Issues 
 

Partner Site Visits  
The following organizations have completed the 
mandatory site visit from the SDC Audit Department:  
 
× Journey House  
× Wisconsin Community Services  
× Maures Development Group, LLC  
× MGA/Pragmatic  
× Cross Evangelical Lutheran Church 
×  Center for Veterans Issues 
× Multicultural Entrepreneurial Institute  
 
Site visits will be conducted at all community partners 
prior to the conclusion of the Service Agreement 
period. No advance notice is given prior to site visits. 
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Funds Expensed  
The SDC, including all community partners, has 

expensed approximately $1,81 5,292.00  of 
CSBG ARRA funds through the end of May 2010.  
 

Monitoring Spending  
The SDC is committed to spending ARRA funds with 
maximum transparency and efficiency. This includes 
monitoring every program, internally and externally, to 
ensure a proper spend out pace that is in line with 
program goals. If necessary, the SDC will reduce 
maximum award amounts to ensure the community 
receives the maximum benefit of these funds. 
 

Spending Deadlines  
The target spending deadline for community partners 
will remain August 31, 2010. The SDC will 
communicate with individual delegates next steps for 
action upon notification from the Department of 
Children & Families.  
 

Creating & Retaining Jobs  
In addition to providing much needed programming 
and assistance during this time to low income 
Milwaukee County residents, CSBG ARRA has also 
assisted with providing some job security to the 
community. To date, the SDC and delegates have 
created 26.7 FTE positions and retained 
another 10.7 FTE positions with CSBG ARRA 
funds.  
 
Jobs created and retained include job coaches, 
financial advisors, project administrators, paid youth 
positions, foreclosure counselor, family advocates, tax 
preparers…just to name a few. ARRA is putting 
people to work and keeping dollars in the local 
economy. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Share Your Stories  
Does your program have an individual CSBG ARRA 
success story or picture to share? Was something 
made possible for your organization that felt 
impossible without ARRA? The SDC would like to 
share these experiences and stories. Any 
photography and testimony will be credited to the 
appropriate organization and/or individual. For more 
information, please contact Brittany Rosales. Contact 
information is presented below.  
 

 
 
Photo: Participants in the WCS Training Program stand in front of a barn 
they assembled.  
Credit: Wisconsin Community Services 

 
Community partners are also encouraged to submit 
their logo and/or mission statement for inclusion with 
the final report to be released in late Fall 2010. The 
final report will feature each program and include 
additional information on the CSBG ARRA funded 
project.  
 
 

Contact for Information  
For more information on the SDC’s CSBG ARRA 
programs and reporting, please contact Brittany 
Rosales, ARRA Project Coordinator: (414) 906-2837 
or brosales@cr-sdc.org. Reports are also available on 
the web: www.cr-sdc.org/ARRA.htm. 


